
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
New Zealand Pacific Bubble  

NZPBC Open Letter 
 

18 June 2020 

 

Dear Honourable Ministers 
 

We are writing to you on behalf of the members of the New Zealand Pacific Business Council 

(NZPBC or the Council) .  The purpose of this open letter is to continue a conversation with you 

about a “New Zealand Pacific Bubble” and to ask the New Zealand Government to urgently 

reconsider it’s position, that being to prioritise a Trans-Tasman bubble. 

 

NZPBC has 68 members ranging from large scale New Zealand business, to smaller ‘start-up’ and 

family run organisations. 

 

The Council’s key objective is promoting, facilitating and growing two-way trade between New 

Zealand and the 26 Pacific Islands of Polynesia, Melanesia and Micronesia.  NZPBC has deep 

associations with private sector businesses in New Zealand and the Pacific.  It regularly engages 

directly with Governments and NGOs to improve trade and economic outcomes in the Pacific 

region. 

 

There is no question that COVID-19 has caused enormous damage to Pacific Island economies.  

Tourism is an obvious example but the impact on two-way trade between New Zealand and the 

Pacific region should not be underestimated.  Consider the following by way of example: 
 

• Pacific Tourism:  Tourism accounts for one in four jobs across the South Pacific and in 

some Pacific countries accounts for 70% of the GDP.  Many New Zealanders will take 

their overseas holidays in the Pacific, it being a more affordable destination than, say, 

Europe.  A Pacific Bubble would also support New Zealand travel agents, airlines, taxi 

companies, airports.1 

 

 
1 https://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=12338023 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• Seasonal Workers in New Zealand – Recognised Seasonal Employer (RSE) Scheme: 

Approximately 12,850 (mainly Pacific) workers come to New Zealand to work each year, 

sending their earnings back to their home countries. On average, RSE workers in 

New Zealand send NZD$37.5 million to the Pacific each year. 2  

 

• Bi-Lateral trade of products: In 2018, two-way trade between New Zealand and the 

Pacific was worth NZD$3.62 billion. NZD$2.17 billion of that was goods and services 

exported from New Zealand to the Pacific, and NZD$1.45 billion was goods and services 

imported to New Zealand from the Pacific.3 

 

Many Pacific Islands have had greater success than New Zealand in dealing with and eliminating 

COVID-19.  As at the date of this letter, and to name only a few examples: 

 

• Samoa, Tonga, the Cook Islands, Tokelau, Kiribati, the Solomon Islands and Niue have 

been and all remain free from any cases;  

• Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste and French Polynesia have no active cases; and 

• New Caledonia has one active case. 

 

Australia continues to record positive cases on a daily bais.   

 

It is the view of NZPBC that a New Zealand Pacific Bubble presents a significantly lower risk than 

a Trans-Tasman Bubble and should not be overlooked by the New Zealand Government in the 

near term.  COVID-19 no longer appears to be a health issue in the Pacific region.  Rather, 

continued border restrictions are a serious concern to the economic livelihoods of not only 

Pacific Nations and businesses, but New Zealand businesses – large and small - operating in the 

Pacific (including NZPBC’s members).   

 
2 https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/aid-and-development/our-work-in-the-pacific/trade-and-economic-cooperation/ 

 
3 https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/aid-and-development/our-work-in-the-pacific/trade-and-economic-cooperation/ : “We have not 

been able to find 2019 figures. However the 2018 figures included still help us make the point here – if anything, we expect the 2019 

figures show an increase.”  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

New Zealand is the ‘big brother’ of the Pacific and has an important role to play here.  Indeed, 

the people of the Cook Islands, Tokelau and Niue are New Zealand citizens to whom we have 

constitutional obligations.  New Zealand has long-standing trade relationships with Samoa, 

Tonga and Fiji.  Not to mention, New Zealand is home to over 400,000 people of Pacific Island 

origin who are used to travelling back and forth to visit family and friends.  We need to support 

our Pacific neighours who, right now, are having great difficulty in supporting themselves. 

 

We wish to continue this conversation with you and in particular, discuss and understand the 

following key topics: 

• Is there a need for a greater understanding of the benefits to both New Zealand and the 

Pacific region through establishing a New Zealand Pacific Bubble?  

• What steps are being taken by the Government with regard to a New Zealand Pacific 

Bubble? 

• What assistance can we as the private sector do to assist with the establishment of a 

New Zealand Pacific Bubble? 

 

NZPBC feels strongly about this issue and sees true benefits for New Zealand and our Pacific 

neighbours with whom we have strong economic and family ties.  Do let me know if you would 

like to meet to discuss.   We intend to share this letter and any outcomes with the members of 

NZPBC. 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter McGill 
Chairman 
New Zealand Pacific Business Council 
 


